
 
 
    Syrian Crisis 

      United Nations Response 
        

 
 

 

A Weekly Update from the  

UN Department of Public Information                             No. 107/12 August 2015 

 
Security Council approves new joint investigation on Syria chemical weapons 

On 6 August, the Security Council adopted a resolution establishing a Joint Investigative 

Mechanism to identify those responsible for the use of chemical weapons, including 

chlorine, in Syria. In resolution 2235 (2015), Council members asked the Secretary-

General, in coordination with the Director-General of the Organization for the Prohibition 

of Chemical Weapons (OPCW), to submit recommendations within 20 days on the setting 

up of the joint UN-OPCW operation. The Council also urged all parties in Syria to fully 

cooperate with the UN and the OPCW, including by granting full access to all locations, 

individuals and materials in Syria deemed relevant for the investigation.    

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/2235%282015%29 

 

Secretary-General calls for accountability in use of chemical weapons 
In a statement welcoming the adoption of resolution 2235, the Secretary-General 

stressed the unacceptability of the use of toxic chemicals as weapons and the need for 

those responsible to be held accountable. Mr. Ban also noted the challenges facing the 

new mission. “The dangerous security situation inside the country will certainly impact 

the mission’s activities. Full cooperation from all parties, including the Syrian 

Government, will be essential”, he said. The Secretary-General expressed his readiness 

to fully support and implement the mandate provided by the resolution, and he intends 

to provide recommendations for the implementation of the resolution to the Security 

Council in due course. 
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=8888 
 
UN food relief agency chief urges more funding for Syrian refugees in Jordan UN 

The head of World Food Programme (WFP), Ertharin Cousin, concluded a visit to Jordan 

on 12 August amid concerns about the deteriorating situation of Syrian refugees. While 

in Amman, she met Syrian families and heard the hopes and fears of young people. “We 

are calling upon the donor community to recognize the suffering of our Syrian brothers 

and sisters and to continue to give generously so we can support desperate families until 

they can go home,” said Ms. Cousin. “We need those who have given to give more, and 

those who haven’t given to invest in our work and in the future of Syria.” In recent 

weeks, WFP has reduced its assistance to nearly half a million Syrian refugees living 

outside of camps in Jordan, due to a severe lack of funding. The UN food agency needs 

US$45 million to continue providing this vital food assistance until the end of the year. 

http://www.wfp.org/news/news-release/wfp-executive-director-raises-alarm-about-

assistance-cuts-syrian-refugees-jordan 

 

WFP prioritizes food distribution for Syrian refugees in Iraq 
The World Food Programme announced on 6 August that following a comprehensive 

assessment of the food security of Syrian refugees in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq, the 

agency will focus its food deliveries on the most vulnerable people. “Our assessments 

have shown that while some families have the resources to meet their food needs, there 

are many Syrian families in the Kurdistan region who still need continued assistance,” 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/2235%282015%29
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said Matteo Perrone, WFP Emergency Coordinator for the Syrian refugees operation in 

Iraq. In August, WFP will channel all available resources to over 48,000 refugees who 

still require support to meet their food needs. Some 50,000 Syrian refugees who 

previously received assistance will no longer receive WFP food assistance. The 

assessments found that 85 percent of Syrian refugees in Iraq have an external source of 

income as Iraq is the only country in the region where refugees can hold work permits. 
https://www.wfp.org/news/news-release/wfp-prioritizes-most-needy-syrian-refugees-

food-assistance-iraq 

 

Celebrating International Youth Day, Lebanese and Syrian youth launch 

community initiatives 

To mark the International Youth Day on 12 August, Lebanese and Syrian youth 

presented 15 joint community initiatives at an event in Balbeek, Lebanon. The projects, 

which range from the rehabilitation of a football field to the setting up of a computer lab, 

were developed during summer camps at which youth from both communities worked 

together with local municipalities to foster understanding and reduce tensions. These 

summer camps are part of a UNICEF project in partnership with the Lebanese 

Organization for Studies and Training (LOST). Ms. Tanya Chapuisat, UNICEF’s 

representative in Lebanon, noted that the International Youth Day is an opportunity to 

celebrate the creative forces that young people bring to every society. “This year’s 

theme ‘youth civic engagement’ emphasizes the importance of including young people in 

building social cohesion and tolerance within our societies”, she added. 

http://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/marking-international-youth-day-lebanese-and-

syrian-youth-launch-joint-community 

 

UN Radio in Arabic: 

 

WFP Executive Director raises alarm about assistance cuts for Syrian refugees In Jordan 

http://www.unmultimedia.org/arabic/radio/archives/175729/#.VctdL_lVhBc 

 

Samantha Power: Those who are involved in chemical attacks in Syria will not go 

unpunished 

http://www.unmultimedia.org/arabic/radio/archives/175523/#.VcteFvlVhBc 

 

Bashar Jaafari: Syrian government has not and will not use any chemical weapons 

http://www.unmultimedia.org/arabic/radio/archives/175492/#.Vcte0_lVhBc 

 

Ban Ki-moon: cooperation of all the parties in Syria with new Security Council resolution 

is essential 

http://www.unmultimedia.org/arabic/radio/archives/175468/#.VctfBflVhBc 

 

Security Council unanimously adopts a resolution on the establishment of a joint 

mechanism to identify those responsible for the use of chlorine in Syria 

http://www.unmultimedia.org/arabic/radio/archives/175459/#.VctfPvlVhBc 

 

Russia: Damascus will provide the necessary support to the UN mechanism to 

investigate the use of chemical weapons  

http://www.unmultimedia.org/arabic/radio/archives/175450/#.VctfbPlVhBc 

 

WFP gives priority to the Syrian refugees in most need of food aid in Iraq 

http://www.unmultimedia.org/arabic/radio/archives/175356/#.VctgUPlVhBc 

 

UN Twitter 

 
United Nations ‏@UN Aug 8 

Snapshots from Syria: The reality of displacement for Palestine refugees 

http://goo.gl/jaIe6X   via @UNRWA 
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UN News Centre ‏@UN_News_Centre Aug 7 

#UNSC Council approves probe into those responsible for using chemical weapons in 

#Syria 

http://bit.ly/1KVIir1  @OPCW 

 
UN Spokesperson ‏@UN_Spokesperson Aug 7  

#UNSG Ban Ki-moon welcomes adoption of #UNSC Res 2235 on continuing allegations 

of use of chemical weapons in #Syria. http://bit.ly/1NeXQ6B 

 

Ongoing social media campaigns on Syria 

 

#4Syria campaign was launched on 20 March 2015 on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 

to highlight the Syrian conflict, which has entered its fifth year. The campaign calls for 

an end to the conflict and seeks to raise funds for UNRWA’s programmes to support 

Palestinian refugees from Syria.  It features testimonies of Palestine refugees; voices 

that, amid the tragedy, brim with positive energy and determination, as well as 

documents highlighting UNRWA's emergency work in the region. View the campaign at: 

http://www.unrwa.org/syria-crisis/syria4thanniversary   

 

#SaveYarmouk was launched in January 2015 to shed light on the grave deterioration 

of the humanitarian situation in Yarmouk, following the escalation of fighting. The 

campaign includes stories and updates from Yarmouk as well as recorded voices of 

residents describing the horrible conditions in which they are living. With no access to 

regular food supplies, clean water, health care, electricity or heating fuel, Yarmouk’s 

civilian population is on the brink of a humanitarian catastrophe. For those who wish to 

support UNRWA’s work in Syria, donation is possible through the campaign’s website: 

http://www.unrwa.org/crisis-in-yarmouk. 

 

#ChildrenofSyria 

UNICEF and its partners are committed to keeping Syrian children from becoming a ‘lost 

generation’. Critical efforts are being made to minimize the impact of the crisis on 

children – including in the life-saving areas of health, nutrition, immunization, water and 

sanitation, as well as in the future of children, through education and child protection.   

http://www.unicef.org/emergencies/syria/ 

http://childrenofsyria.info/ 

 
Relevant links to UN Secretariat, Agencies, Funds and Programmes on Syria 

DPI Focus Page on Syria: 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/infocusRel.asp?infocusID=146&Body=Syria&Body1= 

 

UN System agencies : 

UN Women: http://www.unwomen.org/  

UNICEF: http://www.unicef.org/media/index.html 

WFP: http://www.wfp.org/countries/syria 

OCHA: http:/unocha.org/syria , twitter.com/ocha_syria , facebook.com/UNOCHA.Syria 

WHO: http://www.who.int/countries/syr/en/ 

UNHCR: http://www.unhcr.org/pages/4f86c2426.html 

OHCHR: http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?CID=SY 

UNRWA: http://www.unrwa.org/ 

 

UN on social media: 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/UN 

Flickr: http://www.flickr.com/photos/un_photo/ 

YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/unitednations 

Tumblr: http://united-nations.tumblr.com/ 
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Photo galleries:  

UNHCR: http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c25d.html 

UNRWA: http://www.unrwa.org/photogallery.php 

OCHA: http://www.unocha.org/media-resources/photo-gallery 

UNICEF: http://www.unicef.org/photography/photo_2013.php#UNI82253 

IRIN: http://www.irinnews.org/photo/ 
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