
 

 
 

Responsibility to Protect  
(“RtoP” or “R2P”) 

 
 
 

The responsibility to protect embodies a political commitment to end the worst forms of 
violence and persecution. Following the ground breaking adoption by all Heads of State and 
Government of the responsibility to protect principle, as articulated in the 2005 World Summit 
Outcome Document (A/RES/60/1), in 2007 the Secretary-General addressed a letter 
(S/2007/721) to the President of the Security Council in which he recognized the need to 
further operationalize the Responsibility to Protect principle and designated a Special Adviser 
on the Responsibility to Protect with the main task of conceptual development and consensus- 
building. The first Special Adviser on the Responsibility to Protect was appointed by the 
Secretary-General in 2008. It seeks to narrow the gap between Member States’ pre-existing 
obligations under international humanitarian and human rights law and the reality faced by 
populations at risk of genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity. 
 

Source: https://www.un.org/en/genocide-prevention/responsibility-protect/about   
 

 
 

UN Entities 
 

• United Nations Office on Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect: 

https://www.un.org/en/genocide-prevention/  
 

 

UN Events 
 

• General Assembly plenary meeting on “The responsibility to protect and the prevention of 
genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity - Item 129: Report of 
the Secretary-General (A/78/901)”, 1 July 2024 

o Press release: https://press.un.org/en/2024/ga12612.doc.htm 
o Webcasts: https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1o/k1or4ouq40, 

https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1c/k1cvkho0uz  
 

• General Assembly plenary meetings on “The responsibility to protect and the prevention of 
genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity [item 132]: Report of 
the Secretary-General (A/77/910)”, 26 June 2023 

o Press release: https://press.un.org/en/2023/ga12513.doc.htm  
o Meeting records: https://docs.un.org/A/77/PV.83, https://docs.un.org/A/77/PV.84   
o Webcasts: https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1n/k1nppb0wlk, 

https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1y/k1yzzp34fe  
 

• General Assembly plenary meetings on “The responsibility to protect and the prevention of 
genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity - Item 134: report of 
the Secretary-General (A/76/844)”, 23-24 June 2022  

o Press Releases: https://press.un.org/en/2022/ga12429.doc.htm, 
https://press.un.org/en/2022/ga12430.doc.htm   

o Meeting records: https://docs.un.org/A/76/PV.86, https://docs.un.org/A/76/PV.87, 
https://docs.un.org/A/76/PV.88   
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o Webcasts: https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1m/k1msj8snqd, 
https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k10/k10jvcxxmt, 
https://media.un.org/avlibrary/en/asset/d289/d2896317  

 

• General Assembly plenary meetings on agenda item 135 “The responsibility to protect and 
the prevention of genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity”,  
17 and 18 May 2021 

o A/RES/75/277: The responsibility to protect and the prevention of genocide, war crimes, 
ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity: https://docs.un.org/A/RES/75/277   

o Press releases: https://press.un.org/en/2021/ga12323.doc.htm, 
https://press.un.org/en/2021/ga12324.doc.htm  

o Meeting records: https://docs.un.org/A/75/PV.64, https://docs.un.org/A/75/PV.65, 
https://docs.un.org/A/75/PV.66   

 

• Intersessional Panel Discussion on the 15th Anniversary of the Responsibility to Protect,  
11 May 2021: https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/intersessional-th-anniversary-
responsibility-protect 

o A/HRC/48/39 (13 July 2021): Summary of the intersessional panel discussion on the 15th 
anniversary of the responsibility to protect populations from genocide, war crimes, ethnic 
cleansing and crimes against humanity, as enshrined in the 2005 World Summit Outcome: 
report of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights: 
https://docs.un.org/A/HRC/48/39   

 

• High-level virtual panel discussion “Fifteen years of the responsibility to protect - a collective 
commitment to humanity”, 7 October 2020:  

o Concept Note: https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/ 
Concept%20note%20-%20R2P@15%20event.pdf 

o Statement by H.E. Volkan Bozkir, President of the 75th Session of the United Nations General 
Assembly (Delivered by H.E. Ms. Tegan Brink, Chef de Cabinet to the President of the General 
Assembly), 7 October 2020: https://bit.ly/2GSOwxQ  

 

• General Assembly Plenary Meeting on agenda item 168 “The responsibility to protect and 
the prevention of genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity”  
(27-28 June 2019) 

o Press Release: https://press.un.org/en/2019/ga12159.doc.htm, 
https://press.un.org/en/2019/ga12160.doc.htm  

o Meeting Records: https://docs.un.org/A/73/PV.93, https://docs.un.org/A/73/PV.94, 
https://docs.un.org/A/73/PV.95, https://docs.un.org/A/73/PV.96   

 

• Formal Debate of the General Assembly under agenda item “The responsibility to protect 
and the prevention of genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity” 
(25 June 2018) 

o UN News Centre Story: https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/06/1013002  
o Press Release: https://press.un.org/en/2018/ga12031.doc.htm  
o Meeting Records:  https://docs.un.org/A/72/PV.99, https://docs.un.org/A/72/PV.100   

 

• Informal interactive dialogue on the Report of the Secretary-General on the Responsibility to 
Protect: The responsibility to protect and accountability for prevention (6 September 2017): 
https://www.un.org/pga/71/event-latest/the-responsibility-to-protect-and-accountability-
for-prevention/  

o Concept Note: https://bit.ly/2xQtaYV 
o Summary: https://bit.ly/3v0RdRN  
o UN News Centre Story: https://news.un.org/en/story/2017/09/564422  

 

• High-level event on “Upholding the Responsibility to Protect: The Indispensable Role of 
Religious Leaders in Preventing Atrocity Crimes” (at the ministerial level) (co-organized by 
the Permanent Observer Mission of the Holy See, the Office on Genocide Prevention and the 
Responsibility to Protect and the Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect)  
(20 September 2016) 

o UN News Centre Story: https://news.un.org/en/story/2016/09/539672  
o Webcast: https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1e/k1etb5otrz  
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• Informal interactive dialogue of the General Assembly on the Report of the Secretary-
General on the Responsibility to Protect: Mobilizing Collective Action: The Next Decade of 
the Responsibility to Protect (6 September 2016): https://www.un.org/pga/70/  
events/informal-interactive-dialogue-on-the-responsibility-to-protect/ 

o Concept Note & Programme: https://bit.ly/3fnyXLC  
o UN News Centre Story: https://news.un.org/en/story/2016/09/538452  
o Webcast: https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1c/k1ct27lb8x, 

https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1u/k1utb263p5  
 

• General Assembly High-level Thematic Panel Discussion “From Commitment to 
Implementation: Ten Years of the Responsibility to Protect” (26 February 2016): 
https://www.un.org/pga/70/events/r2p/  

o Concept Note: https://bit.ly/3yprdBK 
o UN News Centre Story: https://news.un.org/en/story/2016/02/523192  
o Webcasts: https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1o/k1os6cgwng, 

https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1t/k1tjjq5iv9 
 

• General Assembly Informal Interactive Dialogue on the responsibility of States to protect 
their populations by preventing genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against 
humanity (8 September 2015): https://www.un.org/pga/69/080915_informal-interactive-
dialogue-on-the-responsibility-to-protect/  

o UN News Centre Story: https://news.un.org/en/story/2015/09/508272  
o Webcasts: https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1y/k1ywv28mkr, 

https://media.un.org/avlibrary/en/asset/d143/d1431530  
o Press Conference with Mr. Adama Dieng, Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on the 

Prevention of Genocide and Ms. Jennifer Welsh, Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on the 
Responsibility to Protect: https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1n/k1nhyl8hhl  

 

• General Assembly Informal Interactive Dialogue on the Report of the Secretary-General on 
the responsibility to protect (8 September 2014): 
https://www.un.org/en/ga/president/68/pdf/calendar/20140908-resptoprotect.pdf 

o UN News Centre Story: https://news.un.org/en/story/2014/09/476872  
o Webcast: https://media.un.org/avlibrary/en/asset/d116/d1164899  

 

• General Assembly Informal Interactive Dialogue on the Report of the Secretary-General on 
the Responsibility to Protect: State Responsibility and Prevention (11 September 2013): 
https://news.un.org/en/story/2013/09/448672  

o Webcasts: https://media.un.org/avlibrary/en/asset/t137/t1379088979  
 

• General Assembly Informal Interactive Dialogue on “The Responsibility to Protect: Timely 
and Decisive Response” (5 September 2012): https://news.un.org/en/story/2012/09/418822  

o Webcasts: https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k18/k187gt46up, 
https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1q/k1q1udg824  

 
 

 

Selected UN Documents 
 

• A/79/875-S/2025/248 (22 April 2025): Responsibility to protect: 20 years of 
commitment to principled and collective action: Report of the Secretary-General: 
https://docs.un.org/A/79/875 

• A/78/901-S/2024/434 (3 June 2024): Responsibility to protect: the commitment to 
prevent and protect populations from atrocity crimes: report of the Secretary-General: 
https://docs.un.org/A/78/901   

• A/77/910-S/2023/409 (6 June 2023): Development and the responsibility to protect: 
recognizing and addressing embedded risks and drivers of atrocity crimes: report of the 
Secretary-General: https://docs.un.org/A/77/910   

• A/76/844-S/2022/428 (26 May 2022): Responsibility to protect: prioritizing children and 
young people: Report of the Secretary-General: https://docs.un.org/A/76/844   
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• A/75/863–S/2021/424 (3 May 2021): Advancing atrocity prevention: work of the Office 
on Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect: Report of the Secretary-General: 
https://docs.un.org/A/75/863   

• A/74/964-S/2020/501 (23 July 2020): Prioritizing prevention and strengthening response: 
women and the responsibility to protect: report of the Secretary-General: 
https://docs.un.org/A/74/964   

• A/HRC/RES/44/14: Fifteenth anniversary of the responsibility to protect populations from 
genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity, as enshrined in the 2005 
World Summit Outcome: resolution / adopted by the Human Rights Council on 17 July 2020: 
https://docs.un.org/A/HRC/RES/44/14   

• A/73/898–S/2019/463 (10 June 2019): Responsibility to protect: lessons learned for 
prevention: Report of the Secretary-General: https://docs.un.org/A/73/898   

• A/72/884–S/2018/525 (1 June 2018): Responsibility to protect: from early warning to early 
action; Report of the Secretary-General: https://docs.un.org/A/72/884   

• A/71/1016-S/2017/556 (10 August 2017): Implementing the responsibility to protect: 
accountability for prevention; Report of the Secretary-General: https://docs.un.org/A/71/1016   

• A/70/999–S/2016/620 (22 July 2016): Mobilizing collective action: the next decade of the 
responsibility to protect; Report of the Secretary-General: https://docs.un.org/A/70/999   

• S/2015/815 (26 October 2015): Letter dated 22 October 2015 from the Permanent 
Representative of Chile to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General: 
https://docs.un.org/S/2015/815   
Transmits summary and conclusions of the 5th meeting of the Global Network of Responsibility to Protect Focal 
Points, held in Madrid, 23-24 June 2015. 

• A/69/981-S/2015/500 (13 July 2015): A vital and enduring commitment: implementing the 
responsibility to protect; Report of the Secretary-General: https://docs.un.org/A/69/981   

• A/68/947-S/2014/449 (11 July 2014): Fulfilling our collective responsibility: international 
assistance and the responsibility to protect; Report of the Secretary-General: 
https://docs.un.org/A/68/947   

• A/67/929–S/2013/399 (9 July 2013): Responsibility to protect: State responsibility and 
prevention; Report of the Secretary-General: https://docs.un.org/A/67/929   

• A/66/874–S/2012/578 (25 July 2012): Responsibility to protect: timely and decisive 
response; Report of the Secretary-General: https://docs.un.org/A/66/874   

• A/66/551-S/2011/701 (11 November 2011): Letter dated 2011/11/09 from the Permanent 
Representative of Brazil to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General: 
https://docs.un.org/A/66/551   
Transmits a concept note developed by the Government of Brazil on the issue entitled "Responsibility while 
protecting elements for the development and promotion of a concept". 

• A/65/877-S/2011/393 (28 June 2011): The role of regional and subregional arrangements in 
implementing the responsibility to protect: report of the Secretary-General: 
https://docs.un.org/A/65/877   

• A/64/864 (14 July 2010): Early warning, assessment and the responsibility to protect: Report 
of the Secretary-General: https://docs.un.org/A/64/864   

• A/RES/63/308 (adopted 14 September 2009): The responsibility to protect: 
https://docs.un.org/A/RES/63/308   

• A/63/958 (9 September 2009): Concept note on the responsibility to protect populations from 
genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity: note / by the President of 
the General Assembly: https://docs.un.org/A/63/958   

• A/63/677 (12 January 2009): Implementing the responsibility to protect: Report of the 
Secretary-General: https://docs.un.org/A/63/677   

• S/RES/1706 (adopted 31 August 2006): Security Council resolution 1706 (2006) [on expansion 
of the mandate of the UN Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) to support the implementation of the Darfur 
Peace Agreement]: https://docs.un.org/S/RES/1706(2006)   
In the second preambular paragraph of this resolution, the Security Council recalled its earlier reaffirmation of the 
provisions regarding the provisions of paragraphs 138 and 139 of the 2005 World Summit Outcome document. 

• S/RES/1674 (adopted 28 April 2006): Security Council resolution 1674 (2006) [on protection of 
civilians in armed conflict]: https://docs.un.org/S/RES/1674(2006)   
In paragraph 4 of this resolution, the Security Council reaffirmed the provisions of paragraphs 138 and 139 of the 
2005 World Summit Outcome regarding the responsibility to protect populations from genocide, war crimes, ethnic 
cleansing and crimes against humanity. 

• A/RES/60/1 (adopted 16 September 2005): 2005 World Summit Outcome: resolution 
https://docs.un.org/A/RES/60/1   
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Paragraphs 138 and 139 of this document: “Responsibility to protect populations from genocide, war crimes, ethnic 
cleansing and crimes against humanity” 

• A/59/2005 (21 March 205): In larger freedom: towards development, security and human 
rights for all; Report of the Secretary-General: https://docs.un.org/A/59/2005   

• A/59/565 (2 December 2004): Note [transmitting report of the High-level Panel on Threats, 
Challenges and Change, entitled "A more secure world: our shared responsibility"]: 
https://docs.un.org/A/59/565   

• A/57/303 (14 Aug. 2002): Letter dated 2002/07/26 from the Permanent Representative of 
Canada to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General: https://docs.un.org/A/57/303   
Transmits report of the International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty entitled "The 
Responsibility to Protect" 

 
 
 

Selected Statements and Speeches by UN Officials 
 

• Statements by the Special Adviser to the UN Secretary General on the Responsibility to Protect:  
https://www.un.org/en/genocide-prevention/media-resources/public-statements  

 

• Amid dark, troubling times, all of humanity must share responsibility to protect millions displaced 
worldwide, Secretary-General tells Global Refugee Forum (SG/SM/22086, 15 December 2023): 
https://press.un.org/en/2023/sgsm22086.doc.htm  

• Silence in face of human suffering should not be option in twenty-first century, Secretary-General 
says, marking ‘Responsibility to Protect’ adoption anniversary (SG/SM/20276, 24 September 2020): 
https://press.un.org/en/2020/sgsm20276.doc.htm  

• All atrocity crimes preventable, can never be justified, Secretary-General tells General Assembly 
Debate on Responsibility to Protect (SG/SM/19103-GA/12032, 25 June 2018):  
https://press.un.org/en/2018/sgsm19103.doc.htm  

• Secretary-General urges move beyond conceptual debate towards better protection against atrocity 
crimes, at Informal Dialogue on Responsibility to Protect (SG/SM/18666-GA/11937, 6 September 
2017): https://press.un.org/en/2017/sgsm18666.doc.htm  

• Amid increased suffering, responsibility to protect all the more necessary – UN Special Adviser  
(UN News Centre Interview, 24 March 2017): https://news.un.org/en/story/2017/03/553972-
interview-amid-increased-suffering-responsibility-protect-all-more-necessary  

• Preventing conflict, recurrence of atrocity crimes remains key in responsibility to protect efforts, 
Deputy Secretary-General tells Interactive Dialogue (DSG/SM/1003, 6 September 2016):  
https://press.un.org/en/2016/dsgsm1003.doc.htm  

• Engage early, more decisively in curbing atrocities, urges Secretary-General, telling focal points 
responsibility to protect has never been more urgent (SG/SM/17866, 20 June 2016): 
https://press.un.org/en/2016/sgsm17866.doc.htm   

• As General Assembly Debates Second ‘Responsibility to Protect’ Decade, Deputy Secretary-General 
calls for stronger peacebuilding commitments (DSG/SM/943-GA/11765, 26 February 2016): 
https://press.un.org/en/2016/dsgsm943.doc.htm   

• Implementing responsibility to protect ‘demands political will, national commitment’, Secretary-
General tells Ministerial Round Table (SG/SM/17165, 30 September 2015): 
https://press.un.org/en/2015/sgsm17165.doc.htm  

• Secretary-General, citing ‘damning’ list of humanitarian crises, calls for renewed action as General 
Assembly holds Dialogue on ‘Responsibility to Protect’ Pledge (SG/SM/17054-GA/11672, 8 September 
2015): https://press.un.org/en/2015/sgsm17054.doc.htm   

• Early warning, preventive diplomacy, monitoring vital in fight against atrocity crimes, Deputy 
Secretary-General tells Round Table on Human Rights, Responsibility to Protect (DSG/SM/804-
HR/5214, 25 September 2014): https://press.un.org/en/2014/dsgsm804.doc.htm   

• Deputy-Secretary-General says ‘responsibility to protect’ must be translated into more systematic 
implementation at early warnings of atrocity crimes (DSG/SM/793-GA/11539, 8 September 2014): 
https://press.un.org/en/2014/dsgsm793.doc.htm     

• Secretary-General tells General Assembly collective responsibility to protect demands ‘far more from 
us’ in current troubling times (SG/SM/16127-GA/11538, 8 September 2014): 
https://press.un.org/en/2014/sgsm16127.doc.htm   

• Secretary-General, in Message on Responsibility to Protect, says prevention must start at home, with 
‘honest assessment of both risk and resilience' (SG/SM/15351, 27 September 2013): 
https://press.un.org/en/2013/sgsm15351.doc.htm   
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https://news.un.org/en/story/2017/03/553972-interview-amid-increased-suffering-responsibility-protect-all-more-necessary
https://press.un.org/en/2016/dsgsm1003.doc.htm
https://press.un.org/en/2016/sgsm17866.doc.htm
https://press.un.org/en/2016/dsgsm943.doc.htm
https://press.un.org/en/2015/sgsm17165.doc.htm
https://press.un.org/en/2015/sgsm17054.doc.htm
https://press.un.org/en/2014/dsgsm804.doc.htm
https://press.un.org/en/2014/dsgsm793.doc.htm
https://press.un.org/en/2014/sgsm16127.doc.htm
https://press.un.org/en/2013/sgsm15351.doc.htm
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• Prevention at core of Responsibility to Protect, Secretary-General stresses during General Assembly’s 
Informal Interactive Dialogue on subject (SG/SM/15269-GA/11411, 11 September 2013): 
https://press.un.org/en/2013/sgsm15269.doc.htm   

• Deputy Secretary-General, at General Assembly Dialogue, says preventing atrocity crimes ‘both a 
national and an international responsibility’ (DSG/SM/689-GA/11412, 11 September 2013): 
https://press.un.org/en/2013/dsgsm689.doc.htm   

• Responsibility to Protect ‘here to stay’, says Deputy Secretary-General, strongly encouraging 
appointment of national focal points for ‘R2P’ (DSG/SM/644, 3 October 2012): 
https://press.un.org/en/2012/dsgsm644.doc.htm   

• Responsibility to Protect faces urgent test ‘here and now’, Secretary-General tells General Assembly, 
stressing immense human cost of failure in Syria (SG/SM/14490-GA/11271, 5 September 2012): 
https://press.un.org/en/2012/sgsm14490.doc.htm   

• Statement by Ms. Patricia O’Brien, Under-Secretary-General for Legal Affairs, The Legal Counsel: 
“Current issues of modern international law” (Roundtable discussion on the concept of “Responsibility 
to Protect”, 55th Annual meeting of the Russian Association of International Law, 27 June 2012, 
Moscow, Russian Federation): https://legal.un.org/ola/media/info_from_lc/POB%20Moscow%20-
%20R2P.pdf   

• Opening statement by Ms. Patricia O’Brien, Under-Secretary-General for Legal Affairs, The Legal 
Counsel: “The Responsibility to Protect – Inception, conceptualization, operationalization and 
implementation of a new concept” (Association of the Bar of the City of New York, Human Rights 
Committee. 7 February 2012, House of the ABCNY, New York): 
https://legal.un.org/ola/media/info_from_lc/4_POB%20at%20ABCNY%20Human%20Rights%20Cttee.pdf  

• Responsibility to Protect’ came of age in 2011, Secretary-General tells conference, stressing need to 
prevent conflict before it breaks out (SG/SM/14068, 18 January 2012): 
https://press.un.org/en/2012/sgsm14068.doc.htm   

• Effective prevention requires early, active, sustained engagement, Stresses Secretary-General at 
Ministerial Round Table on ‘Responsibility to Protect’ (SG/SM/13838, 23 September 2011): 
https://press.un.org/en/2011/sgsm13838.doc.htm   

• Interview with Edward Luck, Special Advisor to the Secretary-General (UN Newsmaker, 1 August 
2011): https://reliefweb.int/report/world/interview-edward-luck-special-advisor-secretary-general  

• Remarks of the General Assembly President at the Interactive Dialogue on the Right to Protect 
(French) (12 July 2011): https://www.un.org/fr/ga/president/65/pdf/declarations/20110712-
respproteger.pdf 

• History of atrocity crimes is not one of acting too boldly, but of doing too little, too late, Secretary-
General tells General Assembly (SG/SM/13700-GA/11113, 12 July 2011): 
https://press.un.org/en/2011/sgsm13700.doc.htm   

• Libya, Côte d’Ivoire events mark historic precedent, Secretary-General tells Sofia Platform, citing 
‘watershed’ in Responsibility to Protect Doctrine (SG/SM/13548, 6 May 2011): 
https://press.un.org/en/2011/sgsm13548.doc.htm    

• Secretary-General, in Lecture at Oxford, says rising international solidarity on principles provides 
better human protection tools (SG/SM/13385, 2 February 2011): 
https://press.un.org/en/2011/sgsm13385.doc.htm   

• Upcoming debate on responsibility to protect not about history, but character of United Nations, 
Secretary-General tells General Assembly (SG/SM/12374-GA/10846, 21 July 2009): 
https://press.un.org/en/2009/sgsm12374.doc.htm   

• Secretary-General defends, clarifies ‘responsibility to protect’ at Berlin event on ‘Responsible 
Sovereignty: International Cooperation for a Changed World’ (SG/SM/11701, 15 July 2008): 
https://press.un.org/en/2008/sgsm11701.doc.htm   

• Responsibility to protect ‘profound moral imperative in today’s world’, says Secretary-General in 
message to Global Centre opening (SG/SM/11419, 14 February 2008): 
https://press.un.org/en/2008/sgsm11419.doc.htm   

• On anniversary of Rwanda genocide, Secretary-General says current challenge is to make 
responsibility to protect operational (SG/SM/10934-AFR/1519, 5 April 2007): 
https://press.un.org/en/2007/sgsm10934.doc.htm  

• Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon tells Center for Strategic and International Studies he has ‘hit the 
ground running’, as year ahead will be ‘deeply taxing’; priorities include responsibility to protect, 
Middle East, Darfur, Kosovo, non-proliferation, development goals, HIV/Aids, climate change, human 
rights (SG/SM/10842, 17 January 2007): https://press.un.org/en/2007/sgsm10842.doc.htm   

• Secretary-General addresses International Peace Academy Seminar on ‘The Responsibility To Protect’ 
(SG/SM/8125, 15 February 2002): https://press.un.org/en/2002/sgsm8125.doc.htm   
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Selected UN Publications & Articles available online 
 

• Outreach Programme on the Rwanda Genocide and the United Nations: Responsibility to 
Protect (Background Note, March 2014): 
https://www.un.org/en/preventgenocide/rwanda/assets/pdf/Backgrounder%20R2P%202014.pdf  

• Enhancing Protection Capacity: Policy Guide to the Responsibility to Protect and the 
Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflicts (UNU, 2012): 
https://i.unu.edu/media/unu.edu/publication/31142/R2P_POC_Policy_Guide.pdf  

• Norms of protection: responsibility to protect, protection of civilians and their interaction 
(UNU-IPS, 2012): https://collections.unu.edu/view/UNU:1407  

• R2P and the UN / by Beatriz Escriña Cremades (UN Chronicle, Volume XLVIII,  
Number 2, 2011): https://www.un.org/en/chronicle/article/r2p-and-un  

• The European Union’s Role in Promoting and Implementing the Responsibility to Protect in 
Africa: Turning Political Commitments into Effective Action / by Andrej Kirn (United Nations 
University, Comparative Regional Integration Studies, Bruges Regional Integration & Global 
Governance Papers 2011/1):  
https://cris.unu.edu/sites/cris.unu.edu/files/BRIGG_2011-1_0.pdf   

• Refugees, internally displaced persons and the 'responsibility to protect' / Susan Harris 
Rimmer (UNHCR, March 2010):  https://www.unhcr.org/4b97b0909.html   

• Protecting civilians in the context of UN peacekeeping operations / by Victoria Holt and Glyn 
Taylor (Independent study jointly commissioned by United Nations DPKO/OCHA, November 
2009): https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ 
B752FF2063E282B08525767100751B90-unocha_protecting_nov2009.pdf   

• Embracing the "responsibility to protect": a repertoire of measures including asylum for 
potential victims / by Brian Barbour (United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees - 
UNHCR, Policy Development and Evaluation Service, July 2008): 
https://www.unhcr.org/media/26709  

 
 

 

Further Information 
 

• International Criminal Court (ICC): https://www.icc-cpi.int/   
• Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 

Conflict: https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/   
• Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) - Protection of 

Civilians in Armed Conflict: https://www.refworld.org/civilians.html   
• UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs – Thematic Areas: Protection: 

https://www.unocha.org/themes/protection  
• Women, Peace and Security: https://www.un.org/womenwatch/feature/wps/,  

https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/peace-and-security   
• UNRIC Library Backgrounders 

o Genocide: https://unric.org/en/unric-library-backgrounder-genocide/  
o Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict: https://unric.org/en/unric-library-backgrounder-civilians-

in-armed-conflict  
o Combat Misinformation – Selected Online Resources on Misinformation, Disinformation and Hate 

Speech: https://unric.org/en/unric-library-backgrounder-combat-misinformation/  
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Non-UN Sources 
 

• International Coalition for the Responsibility to Protect (ICRtoP): 
https://www.globalr2p.org/international-coalition-for-the-responsibility-to-protect/ 

 

• Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect: https://www.globalr2p.org/   
o Summary of the 2022 UN General Assembly Plenary Meeting on the Responsibility to Protect  

(21 July 2022): https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/summary-2022-r2p-debate/  
o A reflection on the Responsibility to Protect in 2020 / by Karen Smith, UN Special Adviser on the 

Responsibility to Protect (17 August 2020): https://reliefweb.int/report/world/reflection-
responsibility-protect-2020  
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