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Richard Ladkani is an internationally renowned director and cinematographer, having
photographed more than fifty documentaries, of which he has directed or co-directed eleven. In
early 2015 Richard and his wife Anita Ladkani founded Malaika Pictures. Malaika Pictures
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United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) Global Programme
UNODC implements a comprehensive Global Programme for Combating Wildlife and Forest Crime,

working with actors along the criminal justice chain to effectively investigate, prosecute and adjudicate such
crimes. While each criminal market has its own drivers, beyond specificities there are common

characteristics. The trafficking of totoaba, pangolins, ivory, rhino horn, high value tree species, amongst
other examples, is only possible due to a series of common vulnerabilities. UNODC works to mitigate these
vulnerabilities, by working with key actors to strengthen legislation and build capacity; prevent and mitigate

corruption; strengthen regional and international cooperation; and conduct assessments to understand
context, patterns and trends. UNODC works with countries across Africa, Asia and Latin America to

address these issues and build their capacity to prevent and combat wildlife, forest and fisheries crime.

 
The 3rd of March is World Wildlife Day, a day to celebrate and raise awareness of the world’s wild animals
and plants; it is aligned with the sustainable development agenda and Sustainable Development Goals 14

and 15 in particular. This year’s theme is "Sustaining all life on Earth". Earth is home to countless species of
fauna and flora, and this rich biodiversity is precisely what has made our planet inhabitable for all living

creatures, including humans. Unsustainable human activities, and over exploitation of many species and
natural resources, exacerbate biodiversity loss and make it difficult to mitigate effects of climate change.

World Wildlife Day

Sea of Shadows 
Sea of Shadows is a National Geographic documentary film, produced by Terra Mater in Association with

Malaika Pictures and executive produced by Leonardo DiCaprio. It is a poignant case study of the role
organized criminal groups play in wildlife crime, showing the inter-linkages between conservation, poverty

alleviation and the challenges faced by law enforcement. The documentary explores the links between
poaching and transnational organized crime; the high profitability and low risk of such crimes; how

pervasive corruption facilitates wildlife trafficking; the importance of working with local communities and
civil society actors to confront this scourge; and how difficult it can be to protect and reintroduce a species

that is facing extinction.

SDG 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and
marine resources for sustainable development

 SDG 15: Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of
terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat

desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt
biodiversity loss


