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Sushŵa Kallaŵ desĐeŶds fƌoŵ a loŶg liŶe of IŶdiaŶ faƌŵeƌs iŶ ǀillages Đlose to the 
KƌishŶa ƌiǀeƌ iŶ AŶdhƌa Pƌadesh state. DuƌiŶg heƌ Đhildhood she liǀed foƌ a Ǉeaƌ iŶ 
the peaĐeful ǀillage dǁelliŶg of heƌ gƌaŶdpaƌeŶts, aŶd has siŶĐe ƌetuƌŶed theƌe 
fƌeƋueŶtlǇ. Ateƌ eaƌŶiŶg aŶ eŶgiŶeeƌiŶg degƌee iŶ IŶdia she Đaŵe to the US iŶ ϮϬϬϭ 
to ǁoƌk. She ďeĐaŵe aŶ iŶdepeŶdeŶt IT ĐoŶsultaŶt speĐializiŶg iŶ supplǇ-ĐhaiŶ 
ŵaŶageŵeŶt – opiŵiziŶg iŶĐoŵiŶg aŶd outgoiŶg ƌaǁ ŵateƌials aŶd ŵaŶufaĐtuƌed 
goods aŶd seƌǀiĐes foƌ iŶteƌŶaioŶal ŵaƌkets. DuƌiŶg this iŵe, she ďegaŶ to 
uŶdeƌstaŶd the deǀastaiŶg iŵpaĐts ĐeƌtaiŶ deǀelopŵeŶt poliĐies haǀe had oŶ ƌuƌal 
life thƌoughout the ǁoƌld. 

Maryaŵ Niaŵir-Fuller 

MaƌǇaŵ Niaŵiƌ-Fulleƌ ďƌiŶgs to UNEP Ϯϳ Ǉeaƌs of eǆpeƌieŶĐe iŶ the teĐhŶiĐal aƌeas 
of sustaiŶaďle ƌuƌal deǀelopŵeŶt aŶd eŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶtal ŵaŶageŵeŶt iŶ AfƌiĐa, West 
Asia, Asia aŶd LaiŶ AŵeƌiĐa, iŶĐludiŶg ǁoƌk ǁith USID, seǀeƌal UN AgeŶĐies aŶd 
iŶteƌŶaioŶal NGOs. She also has seǀeŶ Ǉeaƌs of eǆpeƌieŶĐe ǁith the GEF, aŶd siŶĐe 
ϮϬϬϯ, as PƌiŶĐipal TeĐhŶiĐal Adǀisoƌ foƌ UNDP's GEF UŶit iŶ the FoĐal Aƌea of LaŶd 
DegƌadaioŶ, aŶd Head of the SustaiŶaďle LaŶd MaŶageŵeŶt Teaŵ. She has 
authoƌed teĐhŶiĐal puďliĐaioŶs, is aŶ aĐĐoŵplished puďliĐ speakeƌ as ǁell as a 
ŵeŵďeƌ of seǀeƌal sĐieŶiiĐ ĐoŵŵuŶiies. She is ĐuƌƌeŶtlǇ the SpeĐial Adǀisoƌ oŶ 
SDGs aŶd Post ϮϬϭϱ to the EǆeĐuiǀe DiƌeĐtoƌ of UNEP. She has a Masteƌ's Degƌee 
iŶ RegioŶal PlaŶŶiŶg aŶd a PhD iŶ RaŶgelaŶd MaŶageŵeŶt aŶd Soil CoŶseƌǀaioŶ. 

Carlos JiŵeŶez 

Caƌlos JiŵeŶez is a Desk OiĐeƌ foƌ SpaiŶ aŶd AŶdoƌƌa at the UŶited NaioŶs 
RegioŶal IŶfoƌŵaioŶ CeŶtƌe iŶ Bƌussels. Mƌ. JiŵeŶez staƌted his Đaƌeeƌ at 
the UŶited NaioŶs iŶ ϭϵϴϰ aŶd has siŶĐe ǁoƌked at UN oiĐes iŶ Neǁ Yoƌk, 
Madƌid aŶd GeŶeǀa. He studied jouƌŶalisŵ at the SĐhool of CoŵŵuŶiĐaioŶs 
of AŵeƌiĐaŶ UŶiǀeƌsitǇ iŶ WashiŶgtoŶ aŶd ǁas a ĐoƌƌespoŶdeŶt at EFE, 
SpaŶish Neǁs AgeŶĐǇ.  
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SustaiŶaďle DeǀelopŵeŶt Goals 

 

AŶ uŶpƌeĐedeŶted seƌies of deĐisioŶs ďǇ goǀeƌŶŵeŶts siŶĐe the ϮϬϭϮ Rio+ϮϬ ĐoŶfeƌeŶĐe 
aĐhieǀed a taŶgiďle pƌogƌess toǁaƌds a uŶiǀeƌsal ĐoŵŵitŵeŶt to aĐhieǀe sustaiŶaďle 
deǀelopŵeŶt. IŶ Septeŵďeƌ ϮϬϭϱ, ǁoƌld leadeƌs aƌe eǆpeĐted to agƌee oŶ a histoƌiĐ aŶd 
faƌ-ƌeaĐhiŶg ageŶda foƌ the Ŷeǆt ϭϱ Ǉeaƌs. UŶited NaioŶs SeĐƌetaƌǇ-GeŶeƌal’s sǇŶthesis 
ƌepoƌt, The Road to DigŶitǇ ďǇ ϮϬϯϬ, pƌeseŶts a ǀisioŶ foƌ UN Meŵďeƌ States iŶ the 
ŶegoiaioŶs leadiŶg up to the UŶited NaioŶs SpeĐial Suŵŵit oŶ SustaiŶaďle 
DeǀelopŵeŶt, ǁhiĐh ǁill adopt the post-ϮϬϭϱ deǀelopŵeŶt ageŶda.  
 

WithiŶ the last tǁo Ǉeaƌs, the iŶsituioŶal fƌaŵeǁoƌk foƌ sustaiŶaďle deǀelopŵeŶt has 
seeŶ soŵe ƌeŵaƌkaďle ĐhaŶges, iŶĐludiŶg estaďlishiŶg the High-Leǀel PoliiĐal Foƌuŵ to 
suĐĐeed the CoŵŵissioŶ oŶ SustaiŶaďle DeǀelopŵeŶt; eŶhaŶĐiŶg the ŵaŶdate of the 
EĐoŶoŵiĐ aŶd SoĐial CouŶĐil ;ECOSOCͿ to also addƌess eŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶtal sustaiŶaďilitǇ; aŶd 
stƌeŶgtheŶiŶg aŶd upgƌadiŶg the UŶited NaioŶs EŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶt Pƌogƌaŵŵe ǁith, aŵoŶg 
otheƌs, the estaďlishŵeŶt of the UŶited NaioŶs EŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶt AsseŵďlǇ ;UNEAͿ. IŶ           
addiioŶ, the UN GeŶeƌal AsseŵďlǇ’s OpeŶ WoƌkiŶg Gƌoup oŶ SustaiŶaďle DeǀelopŵeŶt 
Goals ;OWGͿ thƌough a gloďal aŶd eŶgagiŶg ŵuli-stakeholdeƌ ĐoŶsultaiǀe pƌoĐess, 
pƌoposed a set of sustaiŶaďle deǀelopŵeŶt goals ;SDGsͿ aŶd taƌgets, that dƌeǁ iŶspiƌaioŶ 
fƌoŵ the ϮϬϭϮ Rio+ϮϬ CoŶfeƌeŶĐe outĐoŵe aŶd the SeĐƌetaƌǇ-GeŶeƌal’s High Leǀel PaŶel 
of EŵiŶeŶt PeƌsoŶs oŶ the Post-ϮϬϭϱ DeǀelopŵeŶt AgeŶda, aŵoŶg otheƌs. 
 

The GeŶeƌal AsseŵďlǇ iŶ Septeŵďeƌ ϮϬϭϰ ƌesolǀed that the SDGs pƌoposed ďǇ the OWG 
ǁill ďe the ŵaiŶ ďasis foƌ iŶtegƌaiŶg sustaiŶaďle deǀelopŵeŶt goals iŶto the postϮϬϭϱ 
ageŶda. The OWG pƌoduĐed a ĐoŵpƌeheŶsiǀe paĐkage of ϭϳ SDGs aŶd theiƌ eŵďedded 
taƌgets, ƌeleĐiŶg the thƌee diŵeŶsioŶs of sustaiŶaďle deǀelopŵeŶt: soĐial, eĐoŶoŵiĐ aŶd 
eŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶtal. The SDGs aƌe ďased oŶ thƌee pƌiŶĐiples: ϭͿ leaǀiŶg Ŷo-oŶe ďehiŶd ;iŶ 
teƌŵs of poǀeƌtǇ alleǀiaioŶ aŶd deǀelopŵeŶtͿ; ϮͿ eŶsuƌiŶg eƋuitǇ aŶd digŶitǇ foƌ all; ϯͿ 
aĐhieǀiŶg pƌospeƌitǇ ǁithiŶ the Eaƌth's safe aŶd ƌestoƌed opeƌaiŶg spaĐe.  
 

Foƌ ŵoƌe UNEP ;UŶited NaioŶs EŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶt PƌogƌaŵŵeͿ ďƌieiŶg Ŷotes oŶ this issue 
please ǀisit: htp://ǁǁǁ.uŶep.oƌg/postϮϬϭϱ/PuďliĐaioŶs/taďid/ϭϯϯϬϯϭ/Default.aspǆ oƌ 
ǁǁǁ.uŶep.oƌg/postϮϬϭϱ  

 


